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ITI has appeared evident for this twelvemonth paſt that our 

alliance with the Continental Powers had not its deſired 
effect. On our part every exertion has been uſed, and in 
moſt caſes with ſucceſs. We have gained much and loſt lit- | 
tle, With our allies our treaties have been fulfilled to their 
utmoſt extent. Millions of money have been ſpent, and 
thouſands of men ſent to the Continent to defend thoſe who 
have refuſed to defend themſelves. It is now high time that 
we ſhould recall our gallant ſoldicrs who have ſo nobly riſk- 
ed their lives in the cauſe of a people, who have proved 
themſel ves ungrateful, and of courſe not deſerving our pro- 
tection. It is clear to all thoſe that will ſee, that this coun- 
try has only one line of conduct to purſue following that, 
Great Britain will in twelve months be ſill greater, and may 
bid defiance to alt Europe were they united in one 
body for its deſtruction. Providence has formed its coaſt 
for ſecurity, and nature has given its inhabitants ftrength 
and courage to protect the ſame againſt all invaders. It 


has nothing to fear from its ſurrounding focs. The time is 


not (probably) far off when they will attempt to put their 
long threatened invaſion into practice. The lives of the 
miſguided and deluded adyenturers who may be preſumptu- 
ous enough to make the experiment in hopes of plunder, 
will moſt certainly pay their forfeit with their lives. As 
there is not, nor cannot remain, a doubt in the mind of 


any true- born Engliſhman, that however different they 


2 2 may 


( iv ) 

may appear in their political opinions as to Reform of Par- 

Lament or no Reform, or of thoſe in adminiſtration or of 

' thoſe out, againſt our external foes we ſhall be united in one 
mals (to uſe the French phraſe) in repelling the enemy and 

deferiding ourſelves, our wives, our enuldrens and our * 1 

1 | | es | . 2 
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What ought to be done, and probably will be? | 4 


5 Widnlraw our troops from the Continents 


Put every ſhip that can carry guns in commiſſion to = Þþ 
cruize the wy and protect our 2 5 TE 


17 Lallors are wanting, Capply thei from the army; if not 
| "alert 1 in the riggings they may be in the e of the — 
Suns, &e. + | ; | | | 


| | "Keep our men at home for internal debe except what 
E | are wanted to preſerve our conqueſts, which are a ſufficient — 
| indemnity for the paſt; and for the future we have more to 1 

expect ſhould the Dutch fall into the jaws of the French, by 
| | as moſt of their valuable poſſeſſions will fall an eaſy prey to 55 
b | the powerful and inexhauſtible forces of Great Britain. I 
| Should that be their unfortunate lot, with themſelves alone 7 
muſt the blame lie. For the active part this country ought _ 
to take for its internal defence, the Reader is referred to 3 
the following pages as delivered in a ſpeech by Six Joux & 
"DALRYMBEE, who deſerves much from his native country, 
and not leſs from this. To copy ſo excellent a plan would 
not dJeraee the ett politician. > | . == 
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nent. 


OF 


INTERNAL DEFENCE. - 


IR JOHN DALRYMPLE faid he muſt premiſe two obſervations 
I to make the merit or demerit of his ideas plain to all. 


FIRST OBSERVATION. 


There are two cauſes of the ſucceſſes of the French on the Conti- 


Firſt Cauſe. They fight at their own doors in Biſcay, Catalonia, Sa- 
voy, the Palatinate, and the Netherlands; with this advantage in the 


two laſt countries, that they follow the Rhine, the Moſelle, the Maeſe, 


and the Scheldt in deſcent, to carry the neceſſaries of an army with 


eaſe down the ſtream. From theſe circumſtances they are readily ſup- 


lied with recruits, proviſions, military ſtores, and ſucceſſes of great 
dies of men, who engage day after day, without the ſame body be- 
ing engaged twice. In all theſe reſpects the Allies are in a different. 
ſituation. If the Portugueſe aſſiſt Spain in the ſcene of action, they 


muſt traverſe all Portugal and Spain. The Spaniſh troops were obliged 


to come from the middle and ſouthern parts of Spain to the northern 
moſt extremity, ſome of them on a march of near 1000 miles. The 
Emperor brings molt of his troops from his dominions to the ealt of 


Germany. T e King of Pruſſia brings many of his from his domi- 


nions to the eaſt of Germany. Many of the contingents of the em- 


pire come from a hy diſtance on the Elbe and tl Danube, and the 
Britiſh go acroſs 't 


, ie ſea. In ſhort, the Dutch and the King of Sardi- 
nia, are the only two, of the nine powers, who fight on their own, 
e ground ; 


JJ,, 1 noon. Wor ee | 

ground; add, the diſadvantage that in the Palatinate and the Nether. 

lands, the rivers in the front of the army of the allies aſcend, on which 

account the neceſſaries of an army can, with difficulty, be carried up 

: againſt the ſtream. From thoſe circumſtances the Allies are not eaſily 2 
; — ng with recruits, proviſions, military ſtores, and far leſs with ſuc- 3 
ceſſions of armies; inſomuch, that part of the Imperial troops are ſaid | Z 
to have fought nineteen battles, | „ N DEX 


7 
: . FP ; Ws 
— 
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Second Cauſe.— The French fight in what they call a maſs, that is ta 
Tay, witi»great armies oppoſed to armies comparatively ſmall, France = M 
Contains twenty-four millions of ſubjects: ſome years ago ſhe had a 3 


million more, but fortunately that million has lately been diſpoſed of. iz 
Of a nation one-half are females, one-half males, and of the males . 

: one-half are boys or old men; only the remaining half, from ſixteen f 1 
to ſixty, being able to bear arms. The ſubjects of France then able to 3 
bear arms are ſix millions, of which the armies contain one million two | 2 
Hundred and fifty thouſand ; that is to ſay, every fifth man in France 1 


is a ſoldier. But what is the ſtate of the Allies? Portugal contains 
three millions of people—Spain eight—the Neapolitan dominions three 
E —the Sardinian e Empire twenty- five the Emperor's domi- 
nions, clear of Germany, taking in his ſingle ſhare in the partition of 
Poland, fifteen—rhe King of Pruſſia's dominions, to the eaſt of Ger- 
many, taking in his double ſhare of the partition of Poland, ten— 
Holland three—and the Britiſh iſlands twelve—making in all eighty- 
two, but ſay eighty nujlions. Of theſe, the men able to beararms are 
twenty millions, and the fifth part, if ioldiers, would be four millions, 
Put all the powers together they have not ſeven hundred thouſand fol- 
diers; ſo that when the French fight with the fifth part of their ſubjects, 
the Allies fight with the twenty-eighth; the one with 1,250,000 ſoldi- 


ers, the other with 700,000. 


Le Sad 2 


'- SECOND PREVIOUS OBSERVATION. 


If the French ſhould invade the Britiſh: iſlands, they would labour 
under the diſadvantages which the Allies on the Continent ſuffer ; for 
þ whey would fight in countries, far from their own, ſeparated by a ſea, 
and where conſequently they could not have ſupplies of recruits, pro- 
viſidns, military ſtores, we far leſs of ſucceſſive bodies of troops to 
: ep to-day freſh, unhurt, and unfatigued into the field, over the bodies 
of their countrymen who were ſlaughtered yeſterday. And they will 
: Joſe the advantage which they have upon the Continent of attacking in 
'a maſs; for their invaſions cannot conſiſt of above 2 or 3,000 men at 
one time. King William took 500 great tranſports, twelve ſhips of 
the line, and teven months preparation to bring over only 14, ooo; 
and if they come in ſucceſſion, they muſt land in different places. On 
the other hand, we ſhould be ſubject to none of the diſadvantages to 
: Witch the Allies are ſubject on the Continent, for we fhall fight on our 
: own ſhores : and we ſhall have the advantages which the French have 
on the Continent; for we can oppoſe maſſes of men trained to arms, 
to comparatively ſmall numbers of enemies. —To ſtate his ideas upon 
the numbers of thoſe maſles, and the way they are to be raiſed and 


| Faid, brought him to this meeting. 
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CONCLUSION FROM PREVIOUS OBSERVATION... 


If natural cauſes have always natural effects, it will follow from ob- 
_ ſervation firſt, that Holland will too probably fall a conqueſt to France, 
and that that conqueſt will, be a ſtep to the invaſion of the Britiſh 
iſlands. Let men of property remember three things : the firit, that 
in the latitudes of France and England the weſt and ſouth-weli winds 
blow ten months in the year, and conſequently the ſame wind which 
locks up the Britiſh fleets in the Channel, will carry French ſhips from 
Breſt, and all the ports fouth of it, to Ireland, and conſequently to 
Cork, on which the navy and Weſt Indies depend for proviſions. Se- 
condly, that in the Iriſh war, even in the time of the Great King 
William, the French frequently ſent ſuccours of troops to feed the 
war in Ireland, and carried back Iriſh troops in the ſame veſſels which 
had landed the others. Thirdly, that in the late American war, Paul 
Jones lay three weeks within three miles of one of the King's capi- 
tals, though there were 300 ſhips of war at the time in his ſervice. 


And from obſervation ſecond, it follows, that it behoves the. people 
of Great Britain well to make preparations for the blow before it comes, 
and that if they do ſo they have nothing to fear when it does came. 


FACT. 


There are 50,000 people within the walls of Edinburgh. The num- 
ber able to bear arms is therefore 12,500, and 1,000 from theſe 
would be more than the 12th man; but ſay the 12th. The preſent. 
Edinburgh Volunteers are now $00, and are ſoon to be 1,000. Similar 
facts apply to Glaſgow. He did not know the qperations of the Edin- 
burgh Volunteers, but he knows that the Glaſgow Volunteers are twa 

hours in the day, or two days in the week, trained to arms, that is to 
ſay, to fire quick and regularly, and to keep their ranks whether they 
advance, retire, or ſtand till, in order that they may not ſhoot one 
another. The ſun never ſhone on finer men, or 1n finer ſpirits. It 15 
doubted whether the French beſtow more time in training their malles 
to arms. It is certain that the King of Pruſſia brings together ſuch of 
his troops as live in the great towns, only two days in the week; and 
ſuch of them as live in the country only two months in the year; for to 
his Prime Miniſter Count Herchfelt ſays, in one of thoſe diſcourſes 
which his Maſter, with the thought of a Deity, ordered him to pro- 
nounce to the Academy every year on the anniverſary of the King's 
birth-day, to inform the ſubjects what actions of goodnels or wiſdom 
their Sovereign had, in the preceding year, done to them. The inba- 
bitants of Edinburgh and Glaſgow do not find that the lofs of for 
hours in the week to every 12th man, is a lofs felt by manufactures 
or bulineſs of any kind. | | 


FLA Nez: «7308 


Firſt, Maſſes for internal defence are to be got by-training volun- 
teers and volunteers only, to the extent of the 12th man, o ine uſe 
of arms, two hours in the day, and two days in the week. In wier, 
ITT | A 4 even. 


trained to arms would make 41, 666 but ſay 40,008. 


( 53: 


even ſome of this time might be ſaved, by training the men, in the 
- evenings, by candle light. If the people of Scotland be two million, 
then thoſe able to bear arms muſt be half a million, and the 12th man 


* 


Secondiy.— The ſelection of the volunteers, offering themſelves, 


N ſnould be made by the Lord Lieutenant and his deputies, in order that : 


arms may not be truſted to hands who do not deſerve them. 


Thirdly,-—The pay might be at the rate of ſixpence a-day for the 


two hours; if the volunteer be a ſervant it ſhould be given to the 
maſter for the loſs of labour, but with a gratification to the ſervant, 
to make him and his family bon at the end of the week; if he be 


not a ſervant, the ſixpence ſhou 


go. to himſelf. The volunteers to 


be embodied in caſe of invaſion, and then to receive regular pay. 


S e 


Laſiiy.—If the volunteers deſire it, and their doing ſo gives no of- 


fence to the tender conſciences of others, they ſhould perform their 


exerciſe on Sundays, and repair to the church afterwards. This is 


done in Geneva, the cradle and throne of Preſbytery, and all over 


Switzerland. What is the conſequence ? Though the Swiſs be placed 
in the middle of Europe, and few in number, no enemy dares to at- 


- tack them. The preſent is a war of religion, for the French have re- 
_* nounced Chriſtiamty. "The clergy and men of pious minds in Britain, 


will, therefore, in ſuch a cauſe, unite their duties to their country, 
with thoſe to their God; and the Divinity will receive the prayers of 


| thoſe beſt who can and will beſt defend his altars. 


The expence for the internal defence will ſtand as follows: The r2th 


man, being 40,000 men, would be 40,000 ſixpences in a day, which 
is in a week 2000. ; and in a year 1co,cool. : and if England ſhould 
adopt the ſame idea, which it would be no affront for her to do, for 


ſenſe is ſenſe from whatever quarter it comes; then the expenſe would 


be 400,000). to which ſhould be added 50, or 60,0001, more for offi- 
cers and incidents, but all circulated at home, inſtead of being ſpent 
abroad: and the internal defence of Britain would be above 16e,000 

men trained to arms; ſelected, not by trick as common ſoldiers are, 
or by chance as militia men are; but from thoſe ſubjects who, by of- 
fering themſelves to danger, prove that they know beſt their own inte- 

- Teſts, and are moſt attached to their country and their King. Such an 
* Internal defence, added to the army and militia, making between them 


above zoo, oo men trained to arms, aided by the fea and the navy, 


and fiil! more if aided by light horſe, which England has in perfection, 
beyond any nation in the univerſe, and by light artillery, which Du- 


mcurier taught the French to call and to ufe as ariillerit wolante, and 


which would convert every hedge, park, wall, or wood, into an am- 
puſcade or a poſt, and the villages into redoubts, could defy, not only 


France, but all Europe, attempting to inyade the Britith iflands, 


Sir John Dalrymple ſpoke late, but he gives the Publiſher liberty ta 


ſay, that if he had had time, he would have added what follows: 
Although the French ſhould conquer Holland, and turn the Putch 


fleet againſt England, it does not follow, that, therefore, Britain muſt 
' fall. In the American war, Britain withſtood the maritime power, not 


only 


OP 


only of France and Holland, but of Spain and America added to it. 
In future times, her maritime power muit be far greater, if ſhe con- 
tinues to hold that empire of the ſea which at preſent ſhe undoubtedly 
poſſeſſes; and that Britain holds, and may ever hold the empire of the 
fea, I prove thus: Lord Sheffield and Mr. Bryan Edwards, both of 
them men of honour, of fortune to pay for authentic information, and 
writing on different ſides of a queſtion, yet agree in this, that the 
connection between France and her iflands in the Welt Indies, main- 
tained 20,000 ſeamen, It is known, that her Newfoundland fiſheries 
maintained x5,000 ; and if to theſe be added, her ſeamen employed in 
the Eaſt Indian and African trades, and in the trade connected with - 
_ thoſe four objects, which ſhe has loſt, and Britain has gained, the 
number cannot be eſtimated at leſs than 15,000 men; in all, 50,000. 
Now, if $50,000 ſeamen be taken out of the ſcale of France and thrown 
into the ſcale of Britain, which will give Britain 100,000 ſeamen more 
- than ſhe had formerly, while the numbers in the ſcales of other na- 
tions ſtand where they did, is it not ſelf-evident, that ſhe muſt have 
the dominion of the ſea? And ſhe can never loſe it while ſhe maintains 
a ſtrong internal defence, and preſerves her trade and liberty ; her 
trade to furniſh ſeamen, and her liberty to give them activity and cou- 
rage. Athens, Corinth, the Phenicians, Carthage, Egypt, Pontus, 
and Venice, loſt the dominion of their reſpective ſeas. © But this hap- 
pened becauſe their dominions were parts of the Continent, and were 
open to attacks from the Continent. But Malta, ſmall as it is, has 
withſtood the force of the Turkiſh empire; and the [Britiſh iſlands, 
great as they are, will not fall under the diſmembered maritime - 


8 of France, added to the diſmembered maritime ftrength of Hol- 
nd. e | : | 


I ſay the diſmembered maritime ſtrength of Holland : for it Holland 
was to become a province of France, the three following conſequences 
would enſue : 0 


Firſt, England would do to France poſſeſſing Holland, exactly what 
the Dutch did to Philip II. when he made Portugal a province of Spain, 
They ſeized the dominions of Portugal in the Eaſt Indies and America, 
becauſe they were the property of Spain. In the fame way the Britim 
will ſeize the Dutch dominions in the Eaſt Indies and America, becauſe _ 
they will be the property of France. I ſay the Br:gfh will do fo—for, 
the efforts of Britain, as @ ſlate, will not be needed. The Eaſt India 
Company alone, without the help of one ſoldier or ſeamen from the 
King, could do the buſineſs; for when I was at Liſbon, (which was 
during the late war between Britain and Holland) the military ſtrength 
of Holland was ſo weak in India, that gentlemen who came from Bata- 
via, told me, that the troops which mounted guard on the Governor, 
conſiſted of Malays, not of Europeans. —_— 


Secondly, Britain could command and gain the trade of Holland— 
Queen Elizabeth's councils were wiſe, and Charles II. was no fool. 
When that Princeſs lent money and troops to the Dutch, the took in 

ledge thoſe towns of Zealand, which commands the mouths of the 
| Rhine, the Maeſe, and the Scheldt, and confequently the port of 
Rotterdam, and all the ports to the weſt of it. And when that Prince, 
in the year 1671, made his private treaty (which I was ſo lucky as to 
diſcover at Verſailles) with Louis XIVth. for the conqueſt and parti- 
tion of Holland, he took care to get as his ſhare, the ſme WOE ” 
| | | „ | which 


. 


which Queen Elzabeth's cautionary towns were laced ; becauſe, he 
knew well, that Britain lying on one {ide of the P ea, and Zealand ory 
the other, ke conld not only i interrupt the trade of the Seven Provinces 
with each other, but could intercept the trade of France going to the 
North, and the trade of Holland in the hands of France, going to the 
Sonth. Ad to this, that if 1 can truſt books, there are two iſlands 
in the month of the Texel; the name of the one is Texel, of the other 
have forges, where Britiſh privateers and even frigates could lic in 
ſafety, an p the trade of Amſterdam. 

Thirdly, if Holland become a province of France, was to drive 
Britain to detfpiir, Britain, if miſtrefs of the fea, could, by breaking 
open fuch of the Dutch dykes as are expoled to the ocean, make Hol- 
and of no more uſe to France, than the billows which roll between Ca- 
tis and Dover. Captain Shanks invention of veſſels with ſiding 
keels, to be drawn up in ſhallow water, or Mr, Millar's invention of 
veie!s moved by wheels, againſt the wind or in a calm, (one of which 
Faſt veſſels failed from Leith to Gottenburg,) with two or three hun- 
dred pioneers or Newcaſtle colliers, and with two or three trigates to 
35 K them, could ſtrike the blow i in one night. 
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